ANNUAL

NSI wishes to invite you all to the Annual meeting with General Assembly to be held in Auditorium
13 at the Preclinical building, University of Oslo at Gaustad on the Monday the 11™ of December at
13-18.

Scientific program:

13.00- 13.45 Main Lecture, Erik Dissen

13.45 — 14.00 Break

14.00 — 15.30 Workshop I (Abstract session)

15.30 — 16.00 Break (Coffee, Tea)

16.00 — 17.30 Workshop II (Abstract session)

18.00 — 18.45 General Assembly

Main lecture by Dr Erik Dissen
Friend or foe? Target cell recognition by natural killer (NK ) cél!s -

Natural killer (NK) cells recognize and kill allogcnem cells, tumor cclls and virally infected cells. The
last years have brought insight into the mechanisms underlying NK cell recognition. NK cells express
several different receptors for various MHLC class I ligands. Whereas some of these receptors mediate
inhibitory signals upon ligand binding, almost identical variants exist that instead activate cytotoxicity.
The functional significance of this dualism is not yet clear. Structurally, the many different MHC class
I receptors on NK cells fall info two main categories: one, consisting of immunoglobulin gene
superfamily molecules, is encoded by a cluster of genes localized in the leukocyte receptor gene
complex on rat chromosome 1. The other group contain C-type lectin-like type II transmembrane
receptors, that are encoded by the NK gene complex on chromosome 4. Although these receptors were
first discovered on NK cells, similar inhibitory receptors have recently been described on T cells, B
cells, dendritic cells, granulocytes, macrophages and mast cells. In addition to a brief overview of the
field, a few examples of own work with these receptors will be presented.



















